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NEEDED CHIN aft5IGE) 


IG 
A Declaration of the 
Commons in Parliament, 


made dSeptemb. theg. 16 4 1. 


Hc Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
ecfles of the Commons Houle 
having received many grcar 
complain:s from the ſev crall 
parts of chis Kingdome, of hea- 
vie grievances upon divcrs of 
His Miazjcſtics Subjcas,by the 
| cxccilive prefiing of ſome mat- 
ters concerning Religion, which arein their own na- 
rure indifferent , by pretext or colour of the Lawcs 
now in force, and by the unlawfull inforcing other 
things without any colour of Law, and conſidering 
that a full Reformation cannot bee made in this 
ſtreight ofrime, did for the comfort and caſe of rhe 
people frame an Order in manncr following - 


(2) 
Die Mercuri $2. Septemb. 1641. 


EE Hercas divers innovations in of about 
ER the worſhip of God, have been lately 

| praciſcd inthis Kingdome, by 1njoyn- 
ing ſome things, and prohibiting 0- 
thers, without warrant of Law, to the 
nce and diſcontent of His Majeſties Sub- 


bled , That the Church. wardens of every Pariſh 
Churchand Chappell reſpc&ively, do forthwith 
removethe Communion Table from the Eaſt end 
of the Church,Chappell,or Chancell, into ſome o- 
therconvement place , andthat they take away the 
Railes, and levell the Chancels , as heretofore they 
were, before the late Innovations, 

That all Crucifixes , ſcandalous Pi&ures of any 
one or more Perſons of the Trinirie, and all Images 
of the vi_n Mary ſhall be taken away and aboliſhr, 
and rthar all Tapers,Candleſticks;and Baſins, be re- 
moved from the Communion Table. 

That all corporall Bowing at the Name of 
(JzsUus) or towards the Eaſt end of the Church, 
Chappell,or Chancell,'or towards the Communion 
Table.,be henceforth forborn: 

That the Orders aforeſaid be obſerved in all the 
ſeverall Cathedra)l Churches of this Kingdome,and 


allthe Collegiate Charches or Chappels ia the two 


ta. 


(3) 
Univerſities, or any other part of the Kingdome, 
and intheTemple Church ,and the Chappels of rhe 
other Innes of Court, by the Deanes ofthe ſaid Ca- 
thedrall Churches,by the V ice-Chancellour of the 
ſaid Univerfities,and by the Heads and Governours 
of the feverall Colledges and Halls aforeſaid,and by 
che Benchers and Readers inthe ſaid lrmes of Court 
reſpectively. | 
That the Lords Day [hall be duly obſerved and 
ſancified: All Dancing, or other Sports, cither be. 
fore or after Divine Service be torborn and re- 
ſtrained; and that the preaching of Gods Word be 
peraitted in the afternoon inthe ſeverall Churches 
and Chappels of this Kingdom, and that Miniſters 
and Preachers be incouraged thereunto, 
That rhe Vice-Chancellors of the Univerſities; 
Heads and Goyernours of Colledges,all Parfotts, 
Vicars, Ghurch- wardens, do make Certificates of 
the performance of theſe orders - and if the fame 
ſhall not bee ebferved in any of the places afore. 
mentioned,upon complaint thereof made torhe two 
nexrt Tuſtices of peace, Major,or head Officers of Cj- 
ties or Towns Corporate, lt is Ordered that the ſaid 
Juſtices, Major,or other head Officer reſpeQively, 
ſhall examine rheerach of all ſuch complains, aud 
certifie by whoſe default the ſame are committed; 
All which Czrcificates are to be delivered in Parlia- 
ment before the thirtierth of Otober next, 


A; 


And 


-- "0 td ad « * 


(4) 
A did upon the cight of September inaCon- 
ference with the Lords, deſire their Lordſhips 
toconſent unto it,and to join with them in the pus 
bliſhing thereof, whereunco they never received an- 
ſwer,but contrary to their expeQation upon this pre- 
ſent ninth of September, being the day intended for 
the Receſſe of both Houſes, they received in a Con- 
ference from their Lordſhips an Order dated Ja- 
nuary thefixteenth, i640.In theſe words ; 


Die Sabat1 16. Januarii, 1 6 4.0, 
2 ig T is this day ordered by the Lords Spiri- 


BY [8 call and Temporallinthe High Cour of 


Parliament aſlembled, That the Divine Ser- 


Parliament of this Realm: And thar all ſuch as ſhall 
diſturbechat wholſome Order , ſhall bee ſeverely 
puniſhed according to the Law: And the Parſons, 


give offcace, otherwiſe then thoſe which are'eſta- 
bliſhed by the Laws ofthe Land. 


A 


Nd one other of this preſent ninth of Septem- 
ber: In theſe words: XS; | 


Reſolved upon the Lueſtion this ninth of 
September 1641, 


yice be performedas it is appointed-by the Ads of 


* 
? 


> 
o 

; 

F 
- 


Vicars, and Curates in the ſeveral] Paxiſbe3,ſhall for- 
bear to introduce any Rites or Ceremonies that may «© ; 


(5) 


That the aboveſaid Order ſhall be Printed 
and Publiſhed 

| D JG: that the Commons would joyn with 

chem in publiſhing thereof, which being pre- 
ſented to the Houle of Commons, it was thought 
unſeaſonable at thistime tourgethe ſevere executi- 
on of the ſaid Lawes; whereuponit was Voted, that 
ny do not eonſent to thoſe Orders, or cither of 
them, 
And they have thought fit to make this Declara- 
tion,that it may be underſtood that the laſt Order 
of the Lords was made with the conſent onely of 
eleven Lords,and that nineother Lords then preſent 
did diſſent frortyit , ſothat it may well bee hoped 
when both Ho 
propoittionsand preparations inthe Houſe of Com- 
mons,forpreventing the like Grievances, and refor- 
ming the diſorders and abuſes in matters of Religi- 
on, may. be brought to perfeQion ; wher eforethey 
expc&@ thatthe- Commons of this Realm do in the 
om ime quietly attend the Reformation intended, 
Withoutany rumultuous diſturbance ofthe worſhip 
of God and peace of the Kingdom. 


Reſolved upon tbe Queſtion, 
That this Declaration ſhall be forthwith 
| Printed and publiſhed. 


ſhall meet again, that the good 


